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with the continuity of character which we find in natural processes
lasting far longer than the duration of an actual occasion. This
brings us again to the idea of nexus.

What we call can electron' is a temporal nexus of electronic
occasions, each of very short duration, which is its specious present.
A human mind is also a nexus of actual occasions with their
own characteristic specious presents. This particular type of
temporal nexus showing a continuity of character of the successive
actual occasions forms what Whitehead calls enduring objects.
An electron and a human mind are both enduring objects.

The nature of the causal relation between the successive actual
occasions of a temporal nexus is fundamental to Whitehead's
system. The general nature of this causal relation can be illus-
trated by a train of conscious thought which is a stretch of the
nexus of actual occasions constituting the enduring object, my
mind. Experience tells me that in such a train of thought I am
aware that the character of my present thinking is in a causal
relation to my immediately antecedent thought which can be
expressed in the form that my present thinking contains my
previous thought. That previous thought is still operating in the
present. This is not the same as remembering my past thought,
though I can do so by directing my attention upon it. It is rather
that the previous thought is still part of my present thinking.
Moreover, I am aware that my present thinking is not a
terminus, but is directed towards continuing the line of thought
into the future. My present thinking is an actual occasion growing
out of the antecedent occasion and directed to determining the
character of the next occasion.

The same applies to any actual occasion. Its specious present
is for it a transition between two worlds, its immediate past and
its immediate future. The past is immanent in the present and
this acts into the future. A more precise formulation of this idea
must be left till we consider what takes places within the actual
occasion itself.

The fact that the world exhibits objects with enduring characters
is thus brought into conformity with the atomic nature of process.
* Physical endurance is the process of continuously inheriting a
certain identity of character transmitted through a historical route
of events' (1926, p. 159). Thus a molecule is an enduring object
in spite of the fact that it is a nexus of electronic and protonic
occasions. The mind of a man is likewise an enduring object,